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The cost of many CMOS ICs is now
lower than a mechanical on/off
switch Usingonlyone halfofa4011,
plus a couple of general purpose
transistors, a touch operated switch
can be constructed which is wdeal for
many baltery powered projects
~. Assuming that the inputs to the
% remaining half of the 4011 are tied

iow, the currgnt drawn in the off state
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is almost negligible and battery life 1s
hardly affected

Touching the "on’ contacts with a
finger brings pin 3 high, turning on
the darlington pair and supplylng
power to the load {transistor radio
atc). Q1 must be a high gain transis-
tor, and Q2 chosen for the current
required by the ioad circuit.




